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Our Purpose
The Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs (ADDC) 
is a non-profit, international organization whose 
purpose is to promote the education and 
professional development of individuals 
employed in or affiliated with the petroleum, 
energy, and allied industries and to educate the 
general public about these industries. 

Our Mission
Our mission is to enhance and foster a positive 
image to the global community by promoting the 
contribution of the petroleum, energy, and allied 
industries through education by using all 
resources available.
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T H E  E PA  D E B U N K S  T H E  M A I N  
A RG U M E N T  AG A I N S T  F R AC I N G

By JOSEPH TRIEPKE | OILPRO.COM
The EPA has been busy studying the impact of hydraulic 
fracturing on underground drinking water supplies for years. Try 
as they might to find fault, they've just concluded the practice is 
safe as far as drinking water supplies go.

This is a major blow to the environmental opposition, as 
underground drinking water risk is the most frequently used 
argument against the practice.

In a 2004 report that was widely criticized by fracing's
opponents, the EPA gave the procedure its stamp of approval. In 
2009, congress asked the EPA to revisit fracing, specifically to 
study the relationship between hydraulic fracturing and drinking 
water. And in 2011, the EPA released a detailed plan of what the 
exhaustive, multi-year study would entail. 

On Thursday, some three and half years later, the EPA released 
the results of the landmark study in draft form.

“We conclude there are above and below ground mechanisms 
by which hydraulic fracturing activities have the potential to 
impact drinking water resources,” the EPA said in the report. 
But, “we did not find evidence that these mechanisms have led 
to widespread, systemic impacts on drinking water resources.” 
[emphasis added] (continued on page 2)



(continued from page 1) 

A TURNING POINT IN THE FRACING SAFETY DEBATE?

In what should prove to be a turning point in the 
debate on hydraulic fracturing safety, the EPA has 
sided with the industry when it comes to water 
supplies.

The EPA assessment "shows hydraulic fracturing 
activities have not led to widespread, systemic 
impacts to drinking water resources."

Shirking a large body of scientific evidence and 
general common sense (thousands of feet of 
sediment separate fracing blasts from water tables), 
many industry opponents have convinced 
themselves that underground water supplies are 
rapidly filling with contaminates from fracing. 

The EPA's report shows this is not the case. Of 
course, if the study is to be a turning point, open 
minds and rationality must prevail - perhaps a stretch 
to expect?

While we generally focus our commentary on 
business fundamentals and stay away from the 
environmental rhetoric (which often feels more like 
religion than science), we see this landmark study's 
release as an important moment in the debate. 

While frac opponents do have other talking points (ie
seismic activity), drinking water contamination is 
their biggest concern. And the US government just 
told everyone to relax. 

The ball is in the opposition's court now to either 
listen or spin and deflect the facts unfavorable to 
their position. Sadly, the first course of action may be 
too big an ask.

RESPONSIBLY FRACING IS SAFE, BUT THERE ARE 
VULNERABILITIES

As with almost any endeavor mankind undertakes, 
there are consequences for errors and oversights.

The EPA study identifies some vulnerabilities to 
drinking water resources from activities associated 
with hydraulic fracturing; including water withdrawals, 
casing or cementing errors, wastewater discharge, and 
spills.

Importantly, none of the vulnerabilities identified 
should result in drinking water contamination if the 
industry does its job right and follows regulations, 
codes, and standards for completion activity. 

Also, the actual process of fracturing rock itself doesn't 
seem to concern the EPA team. In other words, fracing
is safe when its done properly.

We do expect opponents to hone in on the 
vulnerabilities that the EPA has identified, and we'd 
expect future discussions with regulators to focus on 
these vulnerabilities. This is not a bad thing. We see 
these concerns as valid and reasonable and as areas 
that the industry should be focusing on. Frac
responsibly folks... 

___

A Link to the Article Online:

http://oilpro.com/post/13984/turning-point-fracing-
debate-epa-says-no-systemic-impact-
drinking?utm_source=DailyNewsletter&utm_medium=
email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_term=2015-
06-05&utm_content=Article_3_txt
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MEET I NG I N F ORMA T I O N
• Our meetings are generally held the second 

Thursday of each month at 6:00PM at the Royal 
Oaks Country Club. (7915 Greenville Ave | 
Dallas, TX 75231) 

• The cost of dinner is $30, cash or checks made 
payable to Lone Star Desk and Derrick Club of 
Dallas | RSVPs must be made by the second 
Tuesday at 10:00AM unless otherwise stated.

• Prior to the meeting, there will be a Social Hour 
from 5:00-6:00PM with a cash bar. 

http://oilpro.com/post/13984/turning-point-fracing-debate-epa-says-no-systemic-impact-drinking?utm_source=DailyNewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_term=2015-06-05&utm_content=Article_3_txt


August Meeting Info
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Maria Richards is the SMU Geothermal Laboratory Coordinator in 
the Huffington Department of Earth Sciences.  Her research is on 
geothermal resources and energy development.  Projects vary 
from computer generated temperature-depth maps for Google.org 
to on-site geothermal exploration of the volcanic islands in the 
Northern Mariana Islands.  Currently her concentration is on the 
conversion of oil/gas wells into geothermal energy producers.  
Along with Cathy Chickering, she coordinates the SMU Node of the 
National Geothermal Database System funded by Department of 
Energy.  Past research includes the Eastern Texas Geothermal 
Assessment, Geothermal Map of North America, Dixie Valley 
Synthesis, and for the MIT Report on the Future of Geothermal 
Energy the resource assessment.  Maria is the President Elect for 
the Geothermal Resources Council Board and a Named Director of 
Board for the Texas Renewable Energy Industry Alliance.  She holds 
a Master of Science degree in Physical Geography, from University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville and a BS in Environmental Geography from 
Michigan State University.

August Speaker 
Ms. Maria Richards 

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

For our August Membership & Dinner Meeting, our club will be taking a field trip to the SMU campus 
to tour the Geothermal Laboratory. Due to time restrictions, our meeting will begin an hour earlier 

than usual. We will be ordering dinner, and will eat after the tour's conclusion.

Planned Activities: A tour of the Geothermal Laboratory—where we will see thermal conductivity equipment, 
microscopes, InSAR imagery, and the isotope lab. We will visit theShuler Museum of Paleontology, and there will 
be a discussion about seismometers and local earthquakes.

Highlights of the Geothermal Laboratory

Divided Bar Apparatus: It allows measuring the thermal conductance of a rock sample. This is used to determine 
how much heat is in the ground and moving through the different rock formations. Oil and gas companies care 
about this because it is the Thermal Maturation of a rock that allows gas/oil to form.

Measuring a well’s temperature from top to bottom with high precision temperature probes. The probe is not the 
exciting part, rather the results, so we’ll look at the probes and also printed files showing the outputs of how the 
temperature changes in the well.

Some other interesting items are: microscopes, multiple minerals samples scattered around the SMU lab 
department for those who like to see large specimens of rare rocks and minerals.

**We will begin the tour at 5:00PM, so we encourage you to arrive 10-15 minutes early. **
VISIT WWW.LONESTARDANDD.ORG FOR ADDRESS AND MORE INFO

http://www.lonestardandd.org/
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Click HERE to RSVP

https://lonestardandd.wufoo.com/forms/monthly-membership-meeting-5pm/


dates to remember
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Aug.
13th

Sept.
10th

Oct.
8th

Aug.
25th

Sept.
22nd 

Oct.
20th

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS

O I L  A N D  G A S  T E R M S  
T H E  L E T T E R  “ C ”

BUNCO PARTY

July 25th | Peggy Loyd’s Home

AUGUST MEET & GREET SOCIAL

August 5th | Bar Louie

ADDC CONVENTION

Sept. 16-20th | Lubbock, TX

LONE STAR SHOOT OUT

October 2nd | Dallas Gun Club

MA Y  mee t i n g 
r e c a p

VAL WILLIAMS, NOBLE 
ENERGY (RETIRED)

“The Oil & Gas Industry: The Most 
Exciting Business in the World”

For our May Meeting, Val Williams gave our 
club an autobiographical presentation about 
her life and experiences in the oil and gas 
industry. Val shared the condensed version of 
how she worked her way up in the industry, 
and peppered the discussion with many 
humorous anecdotes from her life and career.

We are thankful for Val’s service in our 
industry, and also for the many contributions 
she has made to bettering ADDC and the Lone 
Star Desk and Derrick Club of Dallas.

CASING   
Pipe cemented in the well to seal off formation fluids 
or keep the hole from caving in.    
CASING STRING   
The steel tubing that lines a well after it has been 
drilled. It is formed from sections of steel tube 
screwed together.   
CENTRAL ESTIMATE   
A range of exploration drilling scenarios from which 
the following activity levels, based on recent historical 
experience, are adopted as the central estimates.   
CHRISTMAS TREE   
The assembly of fittings and valves on the top of the 
casing which control the production rate of oil.   
COGCC   
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission   
COGIS   
Colorado Oil and Gas Information Systems   
COMMERCIAL FIELD    
An oil and/or gas field judged to be capable of 
producing enough net income to make it worth 
developing.   
COMPLETION  
The installation of permanent wellhead equipment 
for the production of oil and gas.   
CONDENSATE    
Hydrocarbons which are in the gaseous state under 
reservoir conditions and which become liquid when 
temperature or pressure is reduced. A mixture of 
pentanes and higher hydrocarbons.   
CORING 
Taking rock samples from a well by means of a special 
tool -- a "core barrel".   



May Meeting Pictures
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L to R | Clockwise – #1: Andrea Rea and Guest – #2: Linda Murphy and Gailene Jaques – #3: Our May Speaker, 
Ms. Val Williams – #4: Speaker, Val Williams and Lone Star President, Peggy Loyd.

1

2

3

4



June Meeting Recap
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For our JUNE Meeting, Mr. frank Zamora, Senior vp of engineering and 
technology of fts international gave a presentation on the topics of frac

water treatment and disposal

THREE MAIN QUESTIONS WERE ANSWERED DURING THE PRESENTATION:

Can the Shale and Gas Industry:

1. Afford the public opinion of water related mistakes or misuse or mismanagement?

2. Afford not to manage water better?

3. Grow without water?

The frac industry has always depended on water and when water is nowhere to be found, which is 
the case for most oil and gas plays in this country, then the types of solutions Frank introduced us to 
will be used. The irony of this, as Frank stated, is that Mining and Oil and Gas only use 1% of the 
water used in the U.S. today. However, most of these other categories, such as thermoelectric power, 
irrigation, public supply, aquaculture, are putting the water back into the environment in a useable 
state. The frac industry has come under fire because the water they are using is not potable again due 
to chemicals. However, our industry cannot ignore public opinion and has to work on new 
technologies to help reuse the water we have access to and correctly manage what we have. 

While showing us the normal lifecycle of water Frank introduced us to the fluid solutions being 
implemented today in helping to treat the water frac systems use. As of June 2, 2015, according to 
the USGS maps used by the USDA and the NDAA, Texas has only one area at the point where surface 
water is considered to be at the moderate drought level. However, there are many other areas which 
are considered abnormally dry. Frank stated that it will only take one very hot summer, which is likely 
to put a lot of areas back in the severe drought levels. Having seen the water situations at their driest 
levels we all recognize he is right and that the drought situation can all too easily effect the oil and gas 
industry severely. 

The Frac Fluid Solutions Frank spoke of with the Aquacor® Fluid systems were created to help with 
the hydrocarbon extraction, thereby using less water for the hydrocarbon extraction. By reducing 
friction caused between the oil and the water you can extract more product. Some of the fluids used 
at FTSI are:

• Aquacor® Slick 

• Aquacor® Slick 1000

Other fluids used by FTSI which help in the management and reuse of water are:

• Aquacor® LB fluid

• Aquacor® HB fluid

These fluids are specific to FTSI but show yet another way the frac industry is using technology to do 
the most that it can to correctly utilize the water in their areas. Frank gave very specific answers and 
was extremely knowledgeable to the many questions asked at the end of the presentation. He has 
shown that our industry is growing as is the technology and with each new need the science will drive 
us into new ventures. 



June Meeting Pictures
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L to R | Clockwise – #1: Pat announcing our Convention giveaway – #2: Pat Blanford and Renee Durham 
diligently working – #3: Our June Speaker, Mr. Frank Zamora with Peggy Loyd – #4: Carla Tracy, Gina Alpin, 

Renee Durham, and Jennifer Fenner enjoying themselves.
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CLICK to 
RSVP

Lone Star Event

https://goo.gl/qd234c
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Lone Star Event

www.barlouie.com

Click HERE for Directions

http://www.barlouie.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bar+Louie/@32.8695808,-96.7680925,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xfd021c5ea2899dd8


Getting to Know Our Members

Meggie 
Boeing
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Meggie joined Covey Park Energy in August 2014 as a Land Tech. She previously was 
employed at Heritage Title Company of Austin for 2.5 years, where she assisted the 
commercial properties marketing team with duties including internet and property 
research, sales comparison preparation, event and travel planning, and database 
maintenance. 

Meggie graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 2011 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Public Relations. She was born and raised in Dallas and enjoys traveling, 
Pilates, and playing with her dog, Sophie, in her free time. .

I am a Land Tech for Covey Park Energy and have been in the Oil & Gas Industry for 6 
months. Before working for CPE, I was a student at Texas Christian University (GO 
FROGS!) majoring in Sports Broadcasting. During my time at TCU, I worked as a 
reporter for Super Bowl XLV and worked for the Dallas Cowboys during my last 2 years 
of school. I graduated in December 2014, moved to Dallas a week later and began 
working for Covey Park in January 2015. 

I was born and raised in Tyler, TX, but my family has since moved to our farm in 
Murchison, TX. I love the outdoors, so most of my hobbies revolve around being 
outside. I’m a huge foodie and whenever I get the chance, I love taking cooking classes 
or wine & cheese classes. I’m really excited about joining the Lone Star Desk and 
Derrick Club of Dallas and can’t wait for everything I’ll learn as a member!

Olivia 
Jacobi

PRESIDENT

Peggy Loyd

FIRST VP

Renee 
Durham

SECOND VP

Andrea Rea

SECRETARY

Cecelia 
Thorne

TREASURER

Gailene
Jaques

DIR. OF 
EDUCATION

Jenny Bueno

DIR. OF 
LEADERSHIP

Polly Marek

DIR. OF PR

Ian 
Stageman

DIR. OF 
RULES

Jennifer Hall

IMD. PAST 
PRESIDENT

Pat Blanford

The 2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MAILING ADDRESS 
The Lone Star D&D Club of Dallas
P. O. Box 600416 
Dallas, Texas 75360-0416 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
Club Website: 
www.lonestardandd.org 
Facebook: Click Here
Public Calendar: Click Here 
ADDC Website: www.addc.org 
Club Email: 
info@lonestardandd.org 
Texas Energy Council Website: 
www.texasenergycouncil.org

Club resources

http://www.facebook.com/ lonestardallasclub
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=lonestardeskandderrick@gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago
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Proposed ADDC Blyaws Amendments
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